Prisoner healthcare co-payment policy: a cost-cutting measure that might threaten inmates' health.
Cost-effective provision of adequate healthcare to prisoners is a core problematic issue in contemporary correctional healthcare settings. An increasingly popular policy for reducing prison healthcare costs is prisoner co-payment systems for health services. Advocates of this policy assert that it facilitates efficient healthcare delivery in prison settings. This article examines the appropriateness and consequences of prisoner healthcare co-payment systems in US prisons. In conclusion, the policy has a strong potential to compromise prisoners' access to healthcare, while not significantly reducing prison healthcare costs. Alternative approaches for improving the efficiency of prison healthcare services are suggested, and implications for Australia are considered.